4                                  RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK quarters of a century, or more, before the fa ^^^ system with all its opulent triumphs and a] strange new social perplexities, had definitely e lished itself in the Lancashire cotton towns, worked from stage to stage a social revolutic north and south of this island far more extensi range of interests than any purely political cha of the same epoch. Of all this a group of tow our Blackburn corner grew to be a manufact centre.
The district was the centre of the almost c
less divisions and subdivisions of the puritan
conformity of Lancashire, just as Catholicism
vailed  without  movement in another area  oi
same county.    The attempt to trace links bet
industrial movements and the Reformation is wi
historical support, but the spirit of the factory t<
whether  church  or   chapel,  was  stiffly  evang<
The people had a  character with marked for
its own.     Ready to respect where respect OB
good  ground was   due,  they are ready,  too,
a blunt pride that is no bad form of self-re*
They have always had the virtues of fraternal
genial plain speakers;  they show themselves
pendent, shrewd,  quick, keen-bitten.   They hi
cherished vernacular with broad accent and or
vocabulary, which enables them to do apt justi
any of their opinions and emotions.   In this d
a native genius has produced songs that toud
Lancashire ear at home or over the seas, as ]
touches  the  Scot.   Waugh's  "Come whoam t
childer and- me" has been pronounced by critic
too  much  given  to   superlatives  one  of the
delicious   idylls   in   the  world.   The  popular!